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COLORADO COUNTY 
TEXAS 
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Antlerless deer 
permits 

to be issued 
November 14 

Colorado County will have an ei­
ther sex deer season lor the 1987-
88 hunting season. The either sex 
system provides an opportunity 
for all landowners in the antlerless 
deer hunting comparlment to har­
vest doe deer. The Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department recom­
mends a harvest rate of one doe 
per 80 acres. Landowners should 
give consideration to the number 
of does they feel need to be har­
vested on their properly using the 
Department's recommended rate 
as a guide. Permits will be issued 
only to landowners or their desig­
nated agents. A letter from the 
landowner will be required if he 
allows someone else to pick upthe 
permits Permits will be issued 
at the Colorado County 
Courthouse in Columbus 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on 
November 13. 

Prairie Edge 
Museum 

Open Weekends 
Prairie Edge MnStura, cornf r of East Main Street at 

Nortlj Lake Avenue, is open from 2 to 5 p.m. un Saturday 
and Sunday. For a special tour, call Bill liarrisun Sr. at 
234-2662. 

Prairie Edge offers many interesting items that tells 
the history of Eagle Lake and the surrounding areas. It 
also offers souvenirs at the gift shop. 

Make plans to visit the museum while you are in town. 

Sighting in before the hunt 
It's early moming and you're 

only a few hundred yards from 
camp on opening day. A movement 
catches your eye and there, moving 
slowly tfuough the trees and shad­
ows, is the big buck you've been 
looking for all your life. You sit 
down, get a good rest and squeeze 
off a careful shot. The deer kicks 
mto high gear and you have time for 
only one more hurried shot before it 
disappears. You missed. Reaction 
sets in; wonder, disappointment, 
dismay, slowly subsiding excite­
ment. Later, back at camp, you find 
a good excuse. A check shows the 
rifle is shooting 18 inches high. 

WEIDOMLHUNTERS 
The Cupboard 
Uiohwav QOA Rv.P;i'u Easle Lake M. Across Krom StK)asman s Resiaurar Highway 90A By-Pass Eagle Lake 

BBQ on Bun — Nachos 
•Hot Links, Hot and CoW Sandvirlches 
•Cold Drinks, lc«, Lunch Meats 
•Lunch Supplies •Sporting Goods 
•Worms, Frozen Fish Bait, Live Minnows 
•Snacks & Cold Lunches 
•Keg Beer Sales •Shotgun Shells 
•Washateria Facilities Next Door 
•Weekly » Monthly Football Score Sheets 
•Magazines, Weekly & Monthly 

Across f-rom Spt)asman s Restaurant 

— Tamales 
Open Every Day 

5 a.m. to 11 p.m. Daily 
Friday & Saturday 

until Midnight 

Jean and Jack Leopold 
234-2905 
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Right now, before the hunting 
season, is the time to sight in your 
rifle, advise the experts at the 
Remington Arms Company. Here 
are a number of Remington tips for 
best results. 

Do your sighting-in at a devel­
oped shooting range if you can. 
There are experts there to help you 
with any problems and the dis­
tances are accurately mea.sured. 

Before you fire, run several, dry 
patches through your rifle barrel. 
This is a safety mea.sure, since 
congealed oil or grease remaining 
in the barrel from storage could 
cause excessive pressures and a 
potentially dangerous situation. 

Sighting-in is a test of how ac­
curately the rifle is shooting, not a 
measure of your personal shooting 
ability, so always use a rest beneath 
the fore-end and the butt stock, to 
provide as steady and consistent a 
hold as possible. 

Fore-end rests should be soft 
and resilient enough to simulate the 
"give" of your hand. All rifles pro­
duce a certain anK)unt of barrel 
whip or vibration that will cause 
them to shoot high when rested on a 
hard, solid surface. If you sight in 
that way, the rifle will invariably 
shoot low when you are using only 
your hand for a support. 

Begin by firing two shots for 
reference on the target, preferably 
at 25 yards. Make any adjustments 
that are necessary, then fire a three-
shot group, using the center of the 
group 10 make any finer adjust­
ments. Finally, fire a three-shot 
group at 100 yards. Wait a few 
minutes between each group, to 

allow the barrel to cool; this also 
helps to restore your own concen­
tration. 

All Remington firearms and 
ammunition catalogs contain a sec­
tion showing trajectory figures for a 
tremendous selection of calibers 
and bullet weight.s. Referring to 
this, it's easy to see where your rifle 
will hit at various yardages when 
you sight it in at a given range. 

If you usually hung in thick 
cover, a rifie zeroed in at 100 yards 
will probably suffice. If you hunt in 
open country where long shots are 
possible, you'll want the zero point 
of impact at 200 or ino.'e yards. 

Let's suppose you shoot a 30-06 
with 150 grain bullets (always use 
the same bullets to sight in as you 
will on the hunt - different bullet 
weights will change your point of 
impact.) If you sight in so the rifle is 
zeroed at 200 yards, your bullets 
will be 2.1 inches high at 100 yard,s, 
3.3 inches low at 250 and 8.5 inches 
low at 300 yards. 

It's a good idea to copy down 
the trajectory numbers that apply to 
your ammunition and tape them to 
your gun stock, so they'll be handy 
when you need then in the field. 

If you can't get to a formal range 
to do your sighting in, the folks at 
Remington suggest you be sure the 
spot you choose has a pcxxi back­
drop of soft dû t or sand. Pace off 
yardages as accurately as possible 
and always clean up boxes, targets, 
empty shells, etc. before you leave. 

Take some time before the hunt 
to be sure the rifle is sh(K)Ung w here 
you aim it and this year that big 
buck may be yours. 

Deer predictions 
trophies," said Williams. "Al­
though our final counts are not 
tabulated, it appears that .South 
Texas has an incredible buck/doe 
ratio this year. We saw almost as 
many bucks a.s does." 

Williams said antler develop­
ment apparently benefitted from 
iimely rainfall in laie winter and 
early spring, which is the critical 
antler-growing period. The range 
IS in wonderful shape, even better 
than last year, and the deer have had 
an excellent fawn crop." 

Unusually lush range condi­
tions may hamper hunter success, at 
least early in the season. Biologist 
Eirnie Davis of Colulla said last 
year's record harvestof 83,800deer 
in .South Texas may be matched this 
year if hunters continue to take 
more antlerless deer under the ei-
thcr-sex system. "There are enough 
deer out there to set another record, 
but a lot depends on the weather and 
the hunters," said Davis. 
Pineywoods 

The East Texa.s Pineywmxis 
possesses the fastest-growing 
white-tailed deer herd of all the 
state's ecological regions. This 
trend was reflected in a record har­
vest of 41,.300 bucks and 18,400 
antlerless deer last year. Biologist 
Gary Spencer of Ja.sper said the 
potential exists for the region to 
produce yet another all-time record 
harvest in 1987-88. "Conditions 
have been excellent and the deer 
population continues to climb," 
said Spencer. "Hunters may have 
even better success this year be­
cause there are so many deer, and 
also because we certainly are not 
going to have the bumper acorn 
crop we had last year." Spencer said 
hunters harvested the record num­
ber of deer in spile of lush habitat 
conditions and abundant acorns — 

ficiors that usualK reduce deer 
movement. He added that body 
condition of deer is g(x)d this year, 
and range conditions for antler 
development were favorable. "I'm 
sure W(* will see somegcxxl bucks in 
areas where there are c-no'ich ani­

mals in the older age cla.sses," 
Spencer said. 
(Julf Prair ies and Marshes 
(Oak Prairie) 

This is an area of relatively 
small p(K;kets of deer habitat along 
the state's Coastal Prairie, which 
includes Colorado County. Deer 
populations and hunting success 
probably vary less here than in most 
ecological regions, according to 
Don Frels of RiKkport, regional 
wildlife director. "Hunter success 
depends heavily on the amount of 
vegetation, and this year may be a 
lot like last year, in that the thick 
vegetation cut down on deer move­
ment during the hunting season," 
said Frels. Although the age struc­
ture of bucks is young becau.se of 
high hunting pressure, this year's 
crop of bucks should have belter 
than average antlers, Frels said. 
Cross l i m b e r s and Prairies 
and Kolling Plains 

These ecological regions are 
roughly 1 inded by Fort Worth 
westward lo the eastern Panhandle, 
southward lo San Angelo and east­
ward back to Interstate Highway 
35. Normally the region's wide 
variations in habitat make predict­
ing hunting success difficult. How­
ever, biologist Larry Holland of 
Brownw(Kxl said prospects are ex­
tremely g(xxl throughout the region 
for the second straight year. "We 
had a record harvest of 34,500 deer 
last year, and 1 would have to say 
conditions look even better this 
year, both for numbers of deer and 
antler development," Holland said. 

Ample rainfall in the spring 
brought on a "great" fawn crop and 
g(H)d survival, Holland said. The 
rains even hit the often-dry Permian 
Basin region north and west of San 
Angelo, where range conditions 
currently are very gixni. he said. 

Hunters may notice reduced 
deer movement in the lush habitat 
but Holland believes the animals 
still will respond lo feeders. "What 
the harvest will be is anybody's 
guess." said Holland, "bul if wea­
ther c(M)perates and hunters take ad 

Porky & Dennis ' 
Guide S e r v i c e 

G o o s e & D u c k . H u n t s 

Covering Eagle Lake, Garwood, 
Bay City, El Can^o Areas 

Totally Guided Hunts... 
•White Spreads •Trained Dogs 

•Experienced Guides •Decoys 
Minimum 4 Hunters per Party 

Call US For An Enjoyable Hunt! 
Porky Stephens Dennis Sbrusch 

409-758-3534 409-385-2920 
B,:x r- o a" 1 c', 

Garwood, TX 7 7 4 4 : 
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vantage of the either-sex regulat­
ions to lake more antlerless deer, we 
should have another good harvest." 
Trans-Pecos 

Biologist Tim Bone of Alpine 
said mule deer populations appear 
to be continuing their gradual 
growth pattern of the past several 
years. "We have had unusual 
weather conditions for this part of 

the state," Bone said. "It has rained 
all year long, and the habitat is in 
great shape " Bone said mule deer 
are in very gcxxl body condition, 
and ander development appears to 
be somewhat better than last year. 
Bone added that if encxigh hunters 
get into the field, last year's harvest 
of 3,200 mule deer could be equaled 
or exceeded this •.e.isnn 

Pheasant Hunts 
Guided Hunt.s on Eagle l^ke and IJ.ssie Prairies 

4 Bird Limit... $125 per gun 
6 Bird IJmit... $175 per gun 

Quail Hunts 
Guided I lunts on Cagle Lake and Li.ssic Prairies 

10 Bird IJmit... $120 per gun 

•E.xpcricnccd Guides and Do^s 
•Bird Clcanini^ Service Available 

•Afternoon or Morning Hunts Available 
•Minimum Three (3) Guns 

•$50 Deposit Required On All Hunts 
•All IJniits Are Per Gun 

Book early to reserve dates to coincide 
with your morning goose and duck hunts! 

rOR INFORMATION AN!) RHSERVATIONS CONTACT: 

Jim Wiese... (409) 234-5480 
Jim Miller... (409) 234-5083 

Davis Waddell... (409) 234-3138 
(All Birds Released To The Wild) 
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